DYNATEON

EdZie Anderson wrote that he had heard of DYNATRON for years
but wicerstood that it was extremely difficult to get on the ma}l-
ing 1isv, I replied that it was falrly easy to get on the mail;pg
list; what was difficult was getting me to publish an issue, he
time comaue, Though, as 1t does to all dedicated fanzine types,

“ihen one beging to notice an itch, And I have so noticed and the
228 G to b my ishe

ly way to get rid of it is pub my e s
of DYNATRON, It is ublished, as usual, by Roy Tackett at 915
“reen Valley Road NW? Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107, USA, DYNATRON
i3, for the edification of whatever governmental ertities who might
Ye sneaking s beek, a fanzine: an amateur publication devoted to
fclence Tfiction, fantasy and things that stem therefrca rlus what-
“v2r else happens to be bugging Roytac at the mements (I should
“2ntlon that anything herein not signed by someone else can be at-
“rlbuted to either Roytac or HORT (take your choice)s)) The sched-
’le of publication 1s rather irregular. DYNATRON 1S available for
g (inflation gets to everything eventually) or as a trade for
cour fanzine,

- And to wrap all this up: a Marinated Publication §
dated May, 1979,
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Dick Geis reports that the USPS will be boosting charges for
"oversizeq" envelopes and banning "undersized" envelopes as of 15
July, "Undersized” ig defined gs —easuring less than 3% inches in
hgight or 5 inches in length, "Oversized® is more than 6 1/8 inches
high, 11% inches long or % inch thick, Which means, ol faneditors,
that ir, after 15 July, you mail your zine flat in the standard 9 x

12 envelope (either first olass or third class) each °opy will cost
you an additional 7¢ Surcharge,

Fannish ingenuity will fing a way,
Eh?ng' I'm sure. You can always do what I've been doing for years:
~o4d 1t over, staple 1t shut and mail it out, Provided it is thin

exatgh,

But publishers of fat printed fanzines don‘t warry about
postoge costg anyway, do they?

Y I had given some thought to having
DYNATRON printeds Figureq that 1f I went offset I could use some
fan@lsh Cartl - G help break up the lines of print thereby making 1t
a Lit easier for the now g€eneration o: fen (are they still the now
generation or hag that passed into history?). I made Some inquiries
as to costs, Dynatron, you will note, 1s still being cranked out
on the olqg Tower mimeo, As for the "art"-~I've never been all that

enthusiastie about fan art anyway. It ranks mg
Ybe a notch above
fan boetry, Fan poetry 1s the absolute botton,
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BUT IS IT LITERATURE?
. i

DATNIS BISENIEKS

What with one thing and another, I can't deliver up-to-date book
reviews. fThere is - much else in the world, and so much that wasn't
writtea yestverday. Max Beerbohm told of a man who wculdn't read g
book legs than ten Years old. In that time a work would cease belng
fe2hionables A nice ldea« I have followed 1t, 1lnconsistently., At
cther Tines .T hsve troubled to order from Britain first sditions hot
¢t The press and not due to appear here for a while.

Ah well, let's try for reflections on moderately recent books,.
Z actnally got through a palr cf one-author collections a while agoe
I''w mogt of the SF I have troubled to kcep consists of novels. G. K.
(neaterton sald of g popular author that people could only read his
i ~l's nine times because they could forget them nine times. (Fight
wwuld suffice.) I am content to keep some novels of that kind. But
~e¢ real test 1st can one read it twice running, having just learned
''low 1t comes out"? Among mysteries, those of Dorothy Sayers pass the
v¢ste In SF, various works of Ursula Le Guin, Frank Heplberiteds I
“nculd go on about fantasy, but I won't,

But short stories, now? 1 hate to say, offhand, that SF stories
in.any way average out worse,. But emphasis on the &dea 15 a weakness
of 'SFe How carefully, in story after story, 1s the key revelation
saved for the end! Ang how often, then, is the tale fun to read when
you have guessed it? Or after you know 1t%? I was looking at Hal
Clement's collection SMALL CHANGES the other day, and you know how
Dany of his stories turn on ideas. I had read them all, years ago.

I glanced at some opening pages and tried to remember. Aha, got it?

I flipped to the end to checks Did I want to read what lay between?
I regret to Say not,

They were the stuff of sclence fiction--but they were water under
the bridge. Or, to change the metaphor slightly, you can't bathe
tvice in the same river, It has been said (by whom?) that what we
rer.d (at least in our formative years) i1s not particular stories by
be.clcular authors, but the stuff of sclence fiction, adding up to a
whol= in our minds. And that's an exXperlence we c:n rarely recapture
in rereading., If anything is lastingly interesting, 1t 1s character.

Or try this. Once more I must name Ursula Le Guin and a rather
short Story, "Direction of the Road". It is, by gum, a prose boems
I can find no better term, though I d¢ not want to claim for poetry
the best effects of bProse., But there: 1t works because 1ts words are
the right words joined in the right way. As with poetry, you have to
read 1t again to see just how right they are. Tt could not be remotely
the same thing in different words, or in translation, whereas the
ordinary SF story loses nothing in translation, Lester del Rey
(ANALOG, Apr 1978) has a point=-fo~ the average reader, style, tsyond
a certain level of competence that ot d be feund (my emphasis) style
doesn't really matter, Never mind Lester's st w.w man who reads sen-
" tences instead of story. Not gullty! Put of course we have to get to
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a story through 1ts sentences and the words in them. Can't have the
bread without the flour, and what if that has lunps? Haven't you
wished that Anne McCaffrey‘'s books had the same verve in dialog, ac-
tion and evposition as Larry Niven's? I've found it such a goddamn
chore to read the Dragon rider books: If I were "o read thom twice,
it would be for a better view of what was lost in the fog.

But to the story collectionss one of them was TZE DBEST OF DAMON
KNIGHET (SFRC), wherein is one prose poem I can cherish as I do those
of John Collier-= "Tlie Handler". The ebullient blg eittertainer is
celebratiig another success with his hangers-on; but t“en he asks his
handler to take a bow, the little guy inside who runs him--and the
Jollity éies down, to revive only when the handler retreats back in-
7ldes Mcaning? Oh come now--a poem should not mean but be, Damon

-3 a fine car for speech and its nuances: 1it's nice to see how he
varles the pace of his prose. Clear to see in a short piece 1like this,
here are other, longer ones, but dammit, they are mostly downers.,

*2Sy yes, I will admit that fiction should look at fallure, the evil
".es of man's works, and so on. One should contemplate them un-
~inchingly, as they say., Well, I do flinch. There are times I do
oU want to have my nose rubbed in anything. The mix in this book is
:22% right for mej; and I look in valn for catharsis, for which
“'eansing is sald to be a failr translation,

Damon calls "Down There" his "unknown masterpiece"=-gabout the
computer-assisted hack writer of ramances who gets his jollies out of
“lumming and unsavory sexual contacis. We have also “Semper Fi'
(adkea, "Satisfaction")--the temptations of the mentigraph: synthetic
experience without responsibility. "The Analogues" (an oldie)--in-
duced hallucinations of a "personal guardian angel". "Time Enough"--
the railure of tlme-machine therapy to overcome past fallures., Here
too 1s the famous "Not With a Bang"~-the last man and last woman
Schneming how to use each other. "Masks" is an unpleasant version of
'No Women Born"--the brain in a mochanical body loathing all 1living
things. Quite enough downers for one book, g ¥

Damon tells us that he wrote "The Enemy" and "Mary" when he was
having eye trouble and feared he might be going blird. In the first,
8 young girl asteroid prospector meets an alien creature (or robot) and
they must help each other towsrd mutually inimical goalse. The des-
cription is intensely realized. In the other, a girl in a caste- and
¢c-3tom-bound postuar soclety longs for more than transitory love--and
her lover comes at last to escape with her: out of soclety, to the
land which may at last be fit for life again,.

_.If one were to ask me for a sempling of the best of modern SF,
I right well include these two, with other and of course different
stories., The ending of Methuseleh's Children has long summed up for
me one of the things I 11ked first about SF and still like s
determination in its characters and a cautious optimism,

Most of the other stories are jokes of one kind or another, and
qulte good ones, except for the infamous "To Serve Man", which I first
read long years ago and refuse ever to read again. And why must so
authors spoil their reputations v1+th short-shorts like "Eripmav"

(a Feghoot which prefigures the 1o 2117 notorious undoing of Elfula)?
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Isaac Asimov did it with a bit about glant aunts, For a while
I was terribly disappointed in him. But The Blcentennial Man has in
good measure restored my falth. I read the title story for the first
time, Wez it worthy of its Hugo? I will say yes. The robot who
~hooses mortality and is at last adjudged to be a man i1s one of his
vest-realized characters. I also liked "Waterclap"-~the clash of
interests between Space exploration and subsea exploration resolved.

But surely everyone has noticed how much argument and discourse
there a.e in Isaac's stories. "Reason, reason is my middle name!"
Ne, of course they are not always directed at the reasening part of
man, Not in "Waterclap", where Demerest must be talked out of a
Jealous act of sabotage. "Feminine Intuition" is indeed about
reasoning, and a very good story, too. "That Thou Art Mindful of
im" 1s about perverse robotic loglc--but then the asslgnment called
for carrying an idea to its extreme,

That was Isaac the professional at work. It is Interesting

10w many of these stories were in some way commissioned or asked for.
L have been cautioned not to think of "self-commissioned" work as be-
'2g by and large superior. But here, I'm afrald, we have a numbcr

o short "gimmick" or "ldea" pleces of no distinction. Once the end-
‘ng 1s known; there is no reason ever to read them again. The develop-
llent is interesting only while the ending is unknown. How utterly
damning it would be to Say thls of a pocm or a musical work! And T
think the anclogy holds. Characterization and style will save a story
frem this doom: Isaac's best stories have enough of the former, But
he does not write fiction In words to make one sit up and take notice.

Nonfiction, yes, but there the style 1s for immediate, one-time effect,
and’ 1t 1s terribly un-economical,

- Another professional is L. Sprague de Camp, who has announced
that he writes nothing "on spec"., When he doesg write, he delivers
the goods and never, never surpr! ‘es. I will say I eagerly picked
up two recent noveds, THE HOSTAGE OF ZIR and THE GREAT FETISH. I
knew they'd be the same old baloney. But the former at least was
good baloney, while the latter was stale. I don't think I will
analyze. If you‘ve read one hovel of his, you know the formula.
What T like least (as in Helnleln’s novels, too) is the blowhards
and incompetent bumblers opposed to the hero, all made of straw,

I am not amused. I am not ready in every mood to explore the view-

point of a fool, but when 1t i1s done well I know I am ln the presence
of literature,

DAINIS BISENIEKS
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A LETTER FROM
ART RAPP

DYNATRON 69 arrived on 9 Feb. Since the Albuquerque postmark
seems to be Jan 23, I can only conclude that the postman who walked
from there to here with it had a pebble in his shoc,

Yeu are so right that the day of the subzine is over when post-
age runi 40¢ a copy. Twilight i1s closing in on most asny other form
of communication by maill as well. Did you notice how small the
influx of Christmas cards was this winter compared to prior holiday
Seasons?

I started to say that perhaps fandom would have to switch to
ham radio, but of course that leaves no written record, which would
end an era in itself. Hmmm, how about a fannish RTTY net? Some
advanced hams are experimenting with slow-scan TV...of course, it
all Involves a good deal of equipment and technology, and if there
1s one thing most fans lack, it is cash and mechanical ability.
Guess we need to develop workable ESP,

Well, at least you got your mimeo dusted off and into action;
ine stlll reposes as a carton of parts in the attic, where it went
when we moved up here 1% years ago. Have to get it out and
reassemble it One of these Days.

3

S o

Your point about the existence of easlily accessible mineral
reseurces (up to recent times) as evidence against lost prehistoric
technologiesal civilizations i1s well taken, Note that 1t doesn't
Necessarily contradict the von Danliken cult's contention that
Spacement have visited Farth in prehistoric times, tho,

Come to think of 1it, wouldn't 1t be interesting 1f, when we get
around to trying to exploit the vast resources of coal and oil and
stuff supposedly weiting in Antarctica, we find someone has beaten
us to 1t? (The Piri Reis map 1s supposed to be evidence that Ant-

arctlcas was being viewed from Space before it developed its ice cap,
as you know,

laybe Mars didn't look the way 1t does now before the strip
mining operators 8ot busy there...

Did you ever notice, in the olg Assyrian and Babylonian bas-

~ rellefs, all the kings and noblemen seem to be wearing wristwatches?
Well, maybe they aren't wristwatchas; maybe they're pillboxes, or
CChpasses, or Dick Tracy wrist radios, or maybe the Babylonian equiva-
lent of the Congressional Medal of Honor. Funny thing is that none

of the writers who discuss those civilizations even mention the things.

Velikovsky (pause to take deep breath): The best pro=&-con dis-
cussion of his theories and related matters was several years ago 1in
-an academic quarterly called PZINSEE, which devoted about eight full
issues to the subject, (I ran across 1t in the Baltimore County
Public Library; any university ouv-"t to have a.file on it in thelr

library), It was published somewh.re 1n t
perhaps?), {Ch o he rorthwest (U. of Oregon,
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The most serious objection to Vellkovski's scenario boils down
to conservation of angular momentum in the Solar System which seems
to require that bouncing Venus off Mars or Earth would change enough
energy of motlon in®to heat to vaporize most of the planct (which
Vellkovsky recoghized; it's one reason why he predicted, in contra-
viction to what astronomers claimed when he wrote his hooks, that
Venus would be found to have a high surface temperature),

Ghu imows I'm no expert 1n celestial mechanics, and can only get
the genciel drift of some of the mathematical arguments involved, but
1t looks to me as if most of the objections neglect thec fact that a
Planet isn't juast sitting in its orbit (or rather, 21pping along in
1t), 1t is spinning on 1ts axls as well. This makes a planet not the
~lmple body of Newtonian physics, but a gyroscope. If ycu've ever
;}ayed with a gyroscope you know that it doesn't rebound when you ap-
ply force to it; i1t either resists as if i1t were a wassive body, or
1t ylelds in a direction not governed by simple vector mechanics at
qll. I'm not sure but I suspect that mathemuaticians have not yet
developed a general solution to the problem of collisions between
£yroscoplely rotating masses.

Ehich doesn't prove that Vellkovsky was right, but points out
considerable irrelevance in objectors who fail to recognize the
complexity of the forces involved.

It's been a long time since I've read WORLDS IN COLLISION. (I
read the original article in Harper's that started the controversy,
though, and got hold of the bcok as soon as it became available. It
Seemed the fannlsh thing to do)., As I recall, one of his points was
that after the encounter with Venus, Earth's year changed from 360 to
365:25 days, Elsewhere he attributes the Farih's petroleum deposits
Yo hydrbecarbons which rained down on Earth during this perilod. A few
minutes ago, while musing upon this subject, it occurred to me that
adding mass to the surface of & rctating planet would be like a spin-
ning skater stretching out his arms: it would conserve angular momen-
tum by decreasing the speed of rotation. Now it should be possible
to caleulate how much mass would have to be added at Farth's surface
to produce the amount of slowing -- OOPS! Assuminz the orbital
perlod remgined the Same, the rotation of the Earth would have to be
Speeded up, not slowed, wouldn't 1t% Damn, thee goes a lovely theory!
(T was golng to suggest that the necessary mass should be of the same
order of magnitude ag the weight of petroleum know to exist on Earth,
assuming that a figure for the latter could be dug up somewhere.)

: Polities (pful, dirty word): The state legislature and the
county commissloners all Started cff tue leglslative season by rals-
ing their own salaries, This we ne=d? I am inspired to devise a
Plan to make politicians work for the people, to wit: )

The highest elected official in any jurisdiction is allowed to
make only as much as the average per capita income of the people
who voted him in. (In other words, in a state, the governor would
get the average per capita income of that stated (multiplied by the -
number of people in his family,) This would be TOTAL family income;
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i1f he's already making more than the average from outside sources,
he wouldn't even be eligible for office.

: ("Yeah" szys the incumbents,
"but you gotta pay good salaries to get good men.” "Nertz," say I,
"blg salaries don't attract good men, they just atiract grcedy men.,"
Ynat we want 1s someone who will run the state for the benefit of
those who are not already sitting pretty.)

The legiglature could
recelve salaries equal to the governo»'s, but not more. Tnder this
system, it seems logical that the governor and legislature would take
care that no lesser official made more than they did. 4£In New Mexico
the mayor of Albuquerque has a higher salary than the governor of the
flatee. HT‘}‘}

Now, if the state's per caplta income improved during the
1~liticlen's term of office, upon completion of his term he would get
2 "bonus" equivalent to the increase, plus 10% to compersate for the
fact ?hat he had to serve at his original salary while the rest of
the citizens were doing better. On the other hand, if per capita in-
cime decreased during his terw of office, he would have to forfeit a
bercentage of his original salary equal to the decrease.,

Just to make
cute tricks more difficult, any candidate for office would have to
agree in advance to make his Federal Income tax returns public while
he 1s in office, (Almost 50% of the--unpaid--school board members in
Pennsylvania are threatening to resign because a new disclosure law
will force them to reveal the sources (not the amounts) of any income
in excess of $500 Per year,)

What does all this do? It puts (compara-
tlvely) poorer people in office, where, 1f they decide to leglslate a
vast project that will require a tax increase, they'll feel the hurt in
their own pockets, just like the ordinary taxpayer does. And if tax
inereases hurt them personally in the family budget, I'm sure they
would think of a1l sorts of ways to achieve economy in government
operations.,

O¢Kusy what am I forgetting? I can see some flaws in the
ldea, such as that it will make a lot of genuinely worthy men ineligible
for office, but wouldn't 1t, on the whole, give us a mae responsive
government that would tend to elimiuate unnecessary operations rather
than building empires?

o (Of the three county commissioners who Just
g;;zeg thelr own salaries, one owns a wholesale meat business (he got
c&Jte last year when the newspapers found out his business held the

atract to supply the county jail); one owns the regional Texaco dis-

fributorship; aild the thlrd igs a bank dircctor. Their political salar-

noones B1L "second lncomes" to supplement already u e
5 it s : r-~level primar
incomes. Having them decide what 1 i p y

S, ls best for the average taxpayer 1is
an'my idea of how democracy should function, They all three have an-
nougced they will run for re-election this year.

Arrrgh, whatever made humanit
Saddle itself wlth politicians in the first élace? {

B. Ds 2, Box. 327
Bloomsburg, Pa., 17815
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BOYTAC: Certainly the evidence against a high level technological
civilization in pre-historic times does not rule out the contentions
of the vonDanikenitess Even when faced with the dircct cvidence, as
he was on a PBS program a few months ago, nelther vonD nor his fol-
lowers wlll admit he is wrong,

The Pirl Reis map is interesting but
hardly conclusive. I don't think the details claimed are all that
clear., I wouldn't completely rule 1t out...it would have to be copled
from soue pretty old charts, though. If I were to speculate I'd have
to go witlh gsomebody from the Bronze Age: that was a daring bunch of
Ssallors ®ho seemingly travelled a lot farther than they are generally
glven credilt for. '

Speaking of Bronze Age there are some recent digs
11 Thalland (about which I have, unfortunately, few detsils) which
2idlcate that bronze was being used there perhaps a millenium before
it came into use in the Middle EasStoooe

000 (See how we flow from one to
enother) Based on his excavations of Qafzeh cave near Nazareth, Bernard
Vindermeersch speculates that the Cro-Magnon's probably originated
somewhere in the Middle East., He would like to look, he says, in the
scuth of Asia or southern Russia, Shall I give him a clue? My own
thoughts on the matter are that Cro-Magnon originated in that vast
~omplex of mountains between the Caucasas and Mesopotamia. The area
very roughly defined as Kurdistan.,

I don't really know about the
tbgorles of Velikovsky. They are, of course, pretty wild. But con-
Sldering everything about the solar system we've learned since we
Started sending probes off to the outer (and inner) reaches I would
fave to say that his theorles are no further out than the accepted ones
currently being taught as scilentific dogma. Astronomers are working
overtime trying to fit all the new facts into accepted theory and are
having a difficult time in doing it.

: HehosoI remember reading, years

%80, a long explanation of Saturn’s rings and why it was the only
plenet to have them. Now we know that Uranus has rings and Jupiter
has rings and I'11 lay 8 to 5 that Neptune turns out to have rings.

Speaking of which.eeI'm sure all you readers are aware that Nep-
tune 1s now the 9th planet. Pluto crossed Neptune's orpit on 21
January 1979 to become planet #8s It will recross Neptune's orbit in
March 1999, \

Humenlty saddled itself with politiclans because 1t 1s,
beslealdy, dumbe. T don't know 1f your poor people politicians would
be an improvement, Seems they would be more susceptible to graft.
Trouble 1s we are too easy on our politicians, They have grown to
think of themselves ag somethlng apart from the cowmon herd, so to
Speak. And the 1diot voters keep reivurning them to office no matter
“hat they dos The law I would like to see passed is one that would
timlt.all office holders to a single term of two years. It might
fielp them pay attention to the business of government. As it 1s now
wne only thing they pay attention to 1s getting themselves re-elected.
rat chance of getting anything like that passed, thoughe. Unless, of
course, the people give them a less desirable alternative.

3334 RT
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SIR
A one act play in five scenes
by
CHRYSTAL TACKETT
I

"Sir. There's rioting in sector C."

"How bad does it appcar to be?"

"Not bad yet but the weather is hot. You know hot weather
ccems to puap up rloters,” ;

"We just had air condltlioners installed 1n all the homes in the
trouble sectors, That's those supported by state funds where no one
works, "

"I know, sir, but the 1dea they'd flock to their ailr conditioners
to get out of the heat 1s not a valid theory."

"Hmmm, %e glso Installed all kinds of tension rellever equipnent
in each block, Didn't that help?"

"No, sire Tt's more fun to get together and be destructive Ly
throwlng or breaking things which are not deslgnated to be thrown or
tiroken, "

"What 18 the reason for this riot?"

"Nothing in Particular, sir. At least our informants cannot seem
to find any, Just a Sort of "holiday" for the rioters.,”

"Well, watch the Situation a while longer. Use your own discre-
tlon. If you think they are becoming too destructive to property and
1ife then you lmow what to doe "

"Yes, sir, I'l1l contact the water supply controller for that zrea
and have him adq4 the necescary amount of tranquilizer to calm them down
and keep them gt home and passive,"

: "Just make sure they don't get too much. We do want them to be
able to get out on the streets and to the storess They have to kezp
using their monthly allotments or else our privately-owned stores which
harvest thoge State allotments wlll go broke and we can't have that.

Of course we don't want to suffer too 'much in the way of damage so

don't take too long to ocalm them down - just long encugh to mgke it
all look natural, * ‘

"Yes, sirtv

Id

S

"Yes, Grainwater, what is 1t

"The farmers, sir. They are starting to grumble again about the
pPrices they get for their Crops."

"Well, always seems someone 1s out of kilter with passiveness, If
they get too amoying you'll have to resort to the old epidemis pi1ll
method we used to use on the masses, We certainly can't control them
through their water or food supplies since most farmers have thelr own,"

"Sir, what king of epidemic scare Shall we start this time and
how long shall they have to take the pills?"

"It depends on how serlous thuy are., If 1t is a mlld uprising
then a weak Tranquilizer until the harvest season’ 1s over and they've



sold thelr crops to our privatsly-owned copperatives (at our price,
S should be sufTicient."

V% coH§e:Z slre Ve can start low-keyed and increase the streng?h and
the period of time for the pillls if needed. But, sir, you didn't say
wnat the epldemeci scare should be this time,"

"That's not for me to say. Go to the medical rTesearch division,
Tell them how much of an epldcule you need. They will give you one
that is correct for the psychologiocal mood of tese farmers at this
time o

"811, what if there are no psyciiwloglecal welmesses at this time?"

"Trea the communications media department will stcrt cne. Thay
will graducily feed the dissidents the neceasary emotiunel thoughts
untll th-wy are ready for the epidemic belief,"

"Never thought of that, Well, I'm new here. Guess I have a lot
to learn,"
s "Agreed., Just make Sure you learn only what you necd to do your
a o . n

"Yes, siri"

I1T

"Sir{ The gcnerals are grunbling again,"

"What is 1t they sSay now?"

"They must have Ware They need to try out their new equipient
and they also mugt get rid of some of their older personnel so tihey
can promote the younger ones, Also they need azctiviiy to promote them-
gelves in rank, Besldes their friends in the Bilitery supply tusiness
need more business Supplying the military or elsc they are going broke."

"Is that all12%"

"Well, some say they would 1lire to get away from houe wilth an ex-
cuse to really live it ups The trcops are getting restless, A war
would quieten thcn aovn. "

"They've fuigntten we do not have wars any more, eh? Quieten the
generals down. Put them to rest elong with their trocps."

“Which method shall T te this time, 31r? The foecd or the drink?"

"Use them.both, Use the old eat,y, driuk and Lo merey methude Wht
the hell, I can feal for their feeling of frustration over inactivity.,.
Give them a good time for 2 whiles Doctor their food and thelr daily
ration. of drink and they'll supply the merriment. If they die let them
die merry instead of by cold steel or hot fire."

"Yeg, Slr. Sometimes I think I joined the wrong department of
controls 1I'd 1ike some of that eat, drink and be merry blt myself,"

"You watch yourself, You start grumbling and you may not like
what you get,"

"Yes, siri®
IV

"Sirgn

"Grueling? What is 1t? You sound excited,"

"I am, sir. It's the nation of Abced., It is acting up,"

"What? Abced? What 1s the trouble. Does not its control have
1t under controlov

"It 1s Abced's eontrol that is the broblem, sires The head of con-
trol 1s not contralling. He says 'z 18 sick of control, control, con-
trol. He wants to 80 back to the dvld days of struggle when pecple
weren't controlled and did as they pleased,”



"Well, we lmew one of our controllers might flip someday."

"What shall I do,sir? Shall I send him one of your special
31fts? How about the one with the mind expander in it?"

"No, Send nothings I'm as bored as he 18 with all this control,
I.et 1t move along at its own paces Let 1t spread as it will. Let
«mMtrol slowly dissolve."

"Sir?? You cannot do that! You are head of UNOWHO, The ocon-
troller of all the controllers of the worlds If you don't control
1t will =il fall apart. We shall be back to demands for democracy, to
riots, wei's, high bllls, and on and ons Slr, you are the supreme con-
troller. You must stop the controller of Abced,"

"You are right, I am the head of UNOWHO, I am the head controller
of all controllers. I control as I wish and I can control by not con-
tirolling and that is what I chose to doe"

"Slr, I shall have to report you 1f you pursue this madness."
“"Fine:. To who will you report me?"
"eoe Yes, sir."

'

"Slr? 11

"Yes, oh Keeper of the Universe?2"

"Sir, the supreme controller of planet Earth is refusing to con-
trol his controllers.,”

"He wants to return to the old ways, I presume?"”

"Yes, sir, it would appear that way,."

"Does the next in line for supreme controller of UNOWID lnicw ¢f
thls decision?"

1 "NO" slr,.,"

"Then there is no problem,"

"Sll‘? ”

"G> to the computer rosm and heve the supreme controlier's number
punchod up for erosure, Then the next in line takes over."

“I was Just iu the compuatcr reosm, sirs Thay are very busy. It
seems the orerators sra bexwlng troubies The XIZ weiverso with wnlch
they were playing gomes nog gome wilc, crashing about MeGdly and =il
thi&t, The operantors kecp keying in the progren gcop eode but tho come
puter keeps rejocting it, It they don‘t stup the progiam soon we®ll
lose that whole universe."

"Those opereators might as well be Earthlings for their lack of
knowledge of computers and the indiscretion of the games they play.
That will be the third universe they've lost lately. They'll lose the
one with Earth in it soon at this rate. Just standby until they have
finished messing everything up and I'1l send in a new crew of angels
to be trained in that section and take over., I'm tenpted to erase some
computer operators from Earth and get me a new crew that way but they
are no better trained, Oh Keeper of the Universe, don't you ever be=-
come a computer operator.

"Yes, sir."

) CHRYSTAL TARKETT
b 94444



WRITINGS IN THE SAND

Writing in the May 1979 issue of SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW, Bay Nelson
expresses a certain distaste for the term "fan" as applied to the sub-
cilture to which we belong and suggests that we term ourselves
"Futurians" because we are future-orlented and that is what we are
lookirg towards and trying to shape. I agree with hims The term
"Futurian”, as Ray points out, has been with us a lonz time snd has
been used by aficionados of science fiction for longer than has the
term "fan", "Fan"..sCan mean anythings I'm a fan: basebtall, football,
rock, or even Lawrence Welk. "Futurian", on the other hand, is pretty
well self-explanatory.

Faturian it will be in Dynatron from now on.
(Come to think of it I was, years ago, a member of the Gulden Gate
Faturlian Socletyeees) :

The state of the Futurians in Albuquerque continues
in a downward direction. The Albuquerque Science Fiction Soclety showed
slgns of a renalssance after Bubonicon 10, There was an influx of new
poople and a few months of excellent programming but the attempts at
programming fell away and so did the new facess ASFS has returned to
égisformer state of a once-a-month gab session among the hardcore mem-

[ ]

Alpha Centura (sio), the Albuguerque Star Trek club 1s also in
Cecline, Not too many months ago AC's monthly meetings attracted more
than 250 attendees, Attendance has been declining, some of the divis-
lons are heving to merge for lack of membership and the programming is
no longer of much interest, The latest meeting attracted lescs than 50,

Universes and Unicors, a grcup which cen-
tered around s loeal fantasy book store, went the way of the real uni-
corns some months ago,

The Force, a group of high-school aged people
apparently ran into an immovable object. It has not been heard from
in some months,
Mike Kring and Owen Laurion secured an official univer-
Elty Sbonsor and attempied to start an SF club at the University of
ngeMﬁgig?- Mike and Owen were the only attendec: at the meetings that
Tﬁe reasoni for the decline in the Futurian oriented clubs
Tque are not readily apparent . €Xcept in the case of FS.
The Albuquerque SF Society has nothing %hatsogver to attragt angshold
E;XRmﬁiggr?.d gn ghe other cases one can only speculate, Perhaps the
a S Tading in which case there may be a revival of interest
when THE RE o 3
= EMPIRE STRIKES BACK is releaseds STAR TREK 1s still being
ShOWH on the tube each weekend but it may be that the adherents of that
SNnow are growing a bit weary of 1t. There has been not much else in
§ecent months te keep up interests BATTLESTAR GALACTICA was a turkey
OEO%HEhg very beginning. Stf moviesAsuch as BUCK ROGERS and INVASION
ODY SNATCHERS have been deseirved flops. As for written stf,
the magazines become increasingly hard to fingd here and most of the
recent books aren't worth bothering with. There is nothing, such as
DUNE, to arouse and hold interest.

in Albugue

S
downturn. © Futurism in Albuquerque is in a

And how is 1t in your area?
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Speaking of stf.,..just to probe that I still read 1t although 1t
becomes increasingly difficults.ces
Somzone, it must have been a litera-
ture major, recommended Marta Randall‘s Journey to me. Did someone mcu-
tlon turkeys?
I struvggled through the introductory chapter., It wasScs.
I'm reaching for a word..snot seml-stream-of-consciousnessessthat isn't
quite 1ight, Confusing 1s more correct, I got the Inpressgion that the
fun cf a pianet cailed NewHome had entered rre-nova stages the climate
Was unstable, the ecornocmic and social systems were gensrally going to
hells The government, unable to do anything and losing control, started
a pogrcm: "Scapegoats were needed, instant Symbols of The Enemy, sym-
bols which could be broken and killled -~ unlike the long dryness, unlike
the dying sun. Symbols which dould be looted, could be sackeds 014
womene, Chiidrenes Snow."
Snow?
Round up all der snowmen, Fritz, und
march dem to der concentration campe Ve melt dem down for der coal
in dere eyes, hose, und buttons,
The story 1s not set on NewHcme but on
Acrie which 18 located four light years away. Aerie is owned complately
on Jason Kemmerin, He and his family are the sole settlers among the
natives (described as Marsuplal sentients (whaaat?)). It is mentioned
that Kennerin had purchased the planet., There 1s no mentlon of who
%Old 1t to him., I gather that Kennerin became about condiilons on New-
iome, pulled off g raid to rescue ahout 100 detalnees in one of the
ce=bs and brought them to Aerle to seitle as refugeess I don't know if
e rescued any ®now or not,.

The second chapter 1s short, only 6% pages,
and 18 remarked on only becauss Randall Ranaged to change viewpoint four
times in those 6% pages. Remarkable. Remarkably bad writing.

In chap=-
ter 3 a shuttle comes in from space. The Kennerins and the refugees,
fearing a reprissl from NewHome, arm themselves with hammers and awls
and sickles and lzngths of pipe and hlde in the woods.

; Would you believe
a settler on a wild ang primitive world who was atle to pull off a raid
on an armed camp has no weapons? Would you be'ileve that? I wouldn't.

I read a few more chaplers of character development and love and
problems and then gave up.

I have read a lot of criticism of space
opsra but, by Klono's ferrous fingernalls, I prefer that to soap opera
which is what Journey is,
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